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PRESENTATIONS	  
Presentations	  will	  be	  modified	  to	  meet	  the	  needs	  of	  the	  audience.	  	  Presentations	  include	  but	  are	  not	  limited	  to:	  
	  
Reclaiming	  Youth	  at	  Risk	  
Using	  key	  ideas	  developed	  in	  the	  book	  he	  co-‐authored,	  Reclaiming	  Youth	  at	  Risk:	  Our	  Hope	  for	  the	  Future,	  Dr.	  Van	  
Bockern	  will	  propose	  a	  unifying	  theme	  or	  core	  set	  of	  values	  that	  can	  drive	  the	  work	  of	  parents	  and	  other	  adults	  
involved	  in	  the	  lives	  of	  young	  people.	  The	  First	  Nations	  and	  Native	  American	  traditional	  values	  of	  belonging,	  
mastery,	  independence,	  and	  generosity	  are	  the	  unifying	  themes	  that	  encourage	  children.	  	  Children	  and	  youth	  
need	  adults	  in	  their	  lives	  in	  order	  to	  flourish.	  	  Practical	  ways	  to	  nurture	  well-‐being	  through	  relationships,	  learning,	  
shared	  power	  and	  caring	  for	  self	  and	  others	  will	  be	  highlighted.	  
	  
Creating	  School	  Life	  that	  Matters	  
In	  education	  today,	  it	  seems	  that	  children	  must	  try	  to	  race	  to	  the	  top.	  They	  are	  often	  “weighed”	  more	  than	  they	  
are	  fed	  (standardized	  tests),	  and	  their	  school	  lives	  are	  built	  around	  common	  standards	  and	  objective	  data.	  	  It	  is	  
time	  to	  reclaim	  and	  recreate	  positive,	  strength-‐based	  schools	  that	  honor	  both	  the	  teacher	  and	  the	  child.	  	  Instead	  
of	  seeing	  children	  as	  data	  points,	  schools	  must	  focus	  on	  the	  total	  well-‐being	  of	  the	  child	  and	  the	  adults	  who	  teach	  
and	  care	  for	  our	  children.	  	  Using	  his	  research	  on	  the	  Circle	  of	  Courage	  as	  the	  road	  map,	  Dr.	  Van	  Bockern	  
demonstrates	  that	  schools	  with	  healthy	  environments	  must	  give	  attention	  to	  meeting	  needs	  of	  belonging,	  
mastery,	  independence,	  and	  generosity.  
	  
Growing	  Children	  Who	  Thrive	  
Positive	  youth	  development	  research	  and	  the	  wisdom	  from	  many	  reveals	  the	  essential	  elements	  needed	  to	  raise	  
children	  who	  thrive.	  	  Simply	  stated	  children	  need	  to	  experience	  love,	  success	  and	  power	  in	  order	  to	  not	  only	  
survive	  but	  thrive.	  	  How	  is	  it	  that	  caregivers	  can	  provide	  these	  things	  in	  a	  time	  often	  complicated	  by	  stress,	  
technology	  demands,	  increased	  isolation	  and	  wanting	  more	  “stuff?”	  Drawing	  on	  the	  wisdom	  of	  elders	  and	  the	  
latest	  research	  from	  resiliency	  and	  neuroscience	  studies,	  practical	  ideas	  will	  be	  offered.	  	  
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Steve	  Van	  Bockern	  is	  professor	  of	  education	  at	  Augustana	  University	  and	  co-‐author	  of	  Reclaiming	  Youth	  at	  Risk:	  
Our	  Hope	  for	  the	  Future	  (Brendtro,	  Brokenleg,	  Van	  Bockern,	  2007)	  	  	  Drawing	  on	  experience	  as	  a	  public	  school	  
principal	  and	  teacher	  at	  the	  elementary	  and	  secondary	  levels,	  Dr.	  Van	  Bockern	  consults	  internationally	  with	  
numerous	  schools	  and	  alternative	  education	  programs.	  	  He	  has	  directed	  grants	  for	  the	  National	  Science	  
Foundation	  and	  the	  Kellogg	  Foundation	  and	  has	  developed	  programs	  for	  talented	  students.	  	  Dr.	  Van	  Bockern	  is	  
the	  developer	  of	  the	  two-‐day	  training,	  Schools	  that	  Matter,	  and	  a	  Senior	  Trainer	  of	  Response	  Ability	  Pathways. 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


